
Introduction

The Collection Development Policy of the Dunkerton public Library has been formulated and adopted for a two-fold purpose. It serves as a guide for the library director in her selection decisions, and it informs the general public of the library’s criteria for collection and development.

Objectives

The primary objective of the library is to serve the needs of the community. Because the library serves a wide variety of people with a wide range of experiences, education, and desires, the library’s objectives must be diversified enough to encompass a variety of needs, tastes, and opinions.

The library attempts first and above all else to supply the general information needs of the community. Being basically a bedroom community with surrounding farms, we will try to tailor and select the collection to meet the unique needs of this community and the requests of its citizens. It does not attempt to develop an exhaustive research collection in all fields of study.  In case of requests for material not available at the Public Library, an attempt will be made to borrow this material in inter-library loan.

We will attempt to provide a significant source of recreational materials for reading for all ages and interests in the community and to be an educational force by offering books on many topics, subjects, and viewpoints. 
Finally, we would attempt to be a community meeting place—a common ground where all citizens are welcome and where all people’s needs and requests are equally important. We hope to operate on democratic principles and to make the best possible use of tax money and donations to serve the entire community.

General Principles

As general guidelines for materials selection, the Dunkerton public Library adopts the American Library Association’s “Library Bill of Rights”, and the statements of “Freedom to Read” and “Freedom to View.”
Selection of Specific Types of Materials

The library director considers best sellers lists, book reviews, trade publications, and patron suggestions when making purchasing decisions, adding 3% or more to the collection each year. 
Adult Fiction

The selection of fiction involves choosing from a large variety of types of novels to meet the educational and recreational needs of the community. We attempt to satisfy a public varying greatly in education, interests, taste and reading ability. The basic collection includes classical and semi-classical novels of the past as well as the novels of outstanding contemporary novelists. Fiction of substance will be retained over a long period of time whether or not it is in frequent demand. The public’s desire of current fiction dictates that a large percentage of our purchases be new publications. Novels widely advertised, best sellers, mysteries, westerns, science fiction and romances are purchased because of requests or because circulation figures dictate this expediency. Keeping our community in mind, we will attempt to assess demand frequently and to buy with discretion. 

Adult Non-Fiction

In the selection of non-fiction materials the library will make a special effort to consider the needs and interests of the community. The usual criteria of authority, scope, up-to-dateness and overall quality shall be applied to most acquisitions. 

DVDs

DVDs will be selected for the collection that meet the needs of the borrowers.  Selection will be based on content and requests. Consideration will be given to new releases that are award winning, highly acclaimed, and/or experienced great box-office success. Blue-ray Discs will be purchased when affordable and included in a Blue-ray/DVD set, otherwise DVDs will be purchased to ensure compatibility with the patron’s player. 
Audio Books

Audio books will be used to supplement the paperbound collection. In cases of popular works, they may duplicate materials already held in bound form. Selection will be based on the reading/listening interests of the patrons and on requests.

Periodicals

Periodicals are purchased, or accepted as gifts, for one or more of the following reasons: to keep the library’s collection up to date with current thinking in various fields and to provide material not available in books; to serve the staff as book selection aids, and to supply popular recreational reading.  Recognizing that our funds are limited, we try to select the titles that will serve the needs and tastes of the greatest number of people.

Selection for Young People

The same criteria will be exercised in the selection of Young Adult Fiction as are employed in the selection of adult materials.  Discretion will be exercised in selecting works of literary value as well as recreational demands.  To meet the needs and interests of all youth while promoting literacy, all forms of reading will be encouraged by offering graphic novels, non-fiction books, picture books, chapter books, easy reader, board books, and audio books.  Books that are recognized as children’s classics will be retained even though they may contain words and phrases which may be controversial.

Diversity
The library strives to offer a diverse collection. Our goal is for our books to be “mirrors and windows” (a phrase introduced by Emily Style for the National SEED Project).  We select books that our patrons can relate to, ones that reflect themselves and our community; and also offer books that help our patrons to look beyond themselves, to understand someone else’s culture, experiences, and/or viewpoint. Whereas our budget does not allow every viewpoint, culture, and experience to be represented, we will make every effort to locate and borrow materials should a patron not find what they need in our collection. 
Software

Software may be purchased and installed on the library computers after analyzing the   reliability, affordability, and functionality of the program being considered. Programs improving productivity and efficiency in library operations may be purchased for computers used by library employees. 
Weeding
The Dunkerton Public Library shall continually review and evaluate the collection, withdrawing at least 3% each year. Weeding increases circulation as it helps keep the collection relevant and fresh, and due to our space constraints, it helps the collection to be physically assessable and visually appealing.  Items will be weeded using the following guidelines:

· Fiction books and audiobooks not checked out for five years that are not part of a series nor considered a classic.
· Non-fiction books and audiobooks with a copyright date older than five years, inaccurate, and/or have not been checked out for five years. 
· DVDs that are damaged, not checked out in five years, and not acclaimed nor considered a classic.
Literary merit and needs and interests of the community will play into the weeding decisions as well as the items’ condition, circulation, and accuracy of information with the final decision being at the director’s discretion.  

The library staff shall retain the right to dispose of weeded material in any way which may be deemed proper and feasible.
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